
By Sgt. Major Eric Lobsinger
U.S. Army North Public Affairs

Two U.S. Army North leaders
peered intently at the overall response
effort Nov. 7 as members of their com-
mand’s Civil Support Training Activity
met with leaders of the Ohio National
Guard’s Chemical, Biological,
Radiological, Nuclear and high-yield
Explosive Enhanced Response Force
Package at the Muscatatuck Urban
Training Center, near Butlerville, Ind. 

Although Lt. Gen. Thomas Turner,
commanding general of Army North,
and Command Sgt. Maj. George
Nieves, his senior enlisted leader, have
visited numerous training exercises
during their time as the command’s
senior leaders, the Vibrant Response

Field Training Exercise was perhaps
more foreboding than most as federal
response teams melded together to
combat the affects of a simulated ter-
rorist’s 10-kiloton nuclear blast in
downtown Indianapolis. 

More than 4,000 service members
and their civilian partners joined
forces for the exercise at the training
center as well as nearby Camp
Atterbury and various other locations

in the area. 
Army North, as the Joint Force

Land Component Command, plays a
large role in ensuring the Department
of Defense’s response to a disaster,
such as this one, is an integrated one
vital to successfully providing assis-
tance to Americans during their time
of need.
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Gates lashes out at leakers

Army North:

By Donna Miles
American Forces Press Service

Defense Secretary Robert M.
Gates condemned a spate of leaks
Nov. 12, while in route to
Oshkosh, Wis., regarding both the
Afghanistan strategy delibera-

tions and last week’s shootings at
Fort Hood, Texas, threatening to
fire anyone in the Defense
Department he finds is involved. 

“I am appalled by the amount
of leaking that has been going
on,” Gates told reporters traveling
with him in the wake of media

reports following the national
security session on Afghanistan,
President Barack Obama’s eighth
in the past two months.

Gates said he has little doubt
that some of those leaks have
come from within the Defense
Department. “If I found out who”

was involved, he said, “it would
probably be a career ender.”

Leaking information as Obama
is weighing critical factors serves
neither the interest of the country
nor the military, the secretary

See GATES P15GATES

Photo by Sgt. Maj. Eric Lobsinger
A Marine from the Chemical Biological Incident Response Force, II Marine Expeditionary Force,
based out of Indian Head, Md., decontaminates a fellow Marine during the Vibrant Response at the
Muscatatuck Urban Training Center. See related story on page 5.
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BAMC doctor
receives Gold
Headed Cane AwardAmericans

helping 
Americans

By Sue Campbell
59th Medical Wing Public Affairs

Physicians from
Wilford Hall and Brooke
Army Medical Centers
presented Col. (Dr.)
George E. Peoples Jr. the
2009 Gold Headed Cane
Award Nov. 13 at the
Hilton Hill Country Hotel
and Spa in San Antonio,
Texas.

The Gold Headed
Cane Society selects one
faculty member each
year based on all-around excellence in the
field of medicine. This is the first year the
Air Force and Army medical centers jointly
participated in the event.

Peoples, chief of BAMC Surgical Oncology
and director and principal investigator,
Cancer Vaccine Development Program, was
selected from a very competitive slate of five
finalists who represent excellence in patient

See BAMC DOCTOR P7

Col. (Dr. ) George
E. Peoples Jr.



By Maj. Gen. Russell J. Czerw
Commanding General
Fort Sam Houston and
AMEDDC&S

Thanksgiving is a time
to give thanks for our
many blessings and
bounties. This holiday
weekend is a time to
come together with
Family and friends and
open our doors to those
who may be away from
their loved ones. If your
holiday plans include
traveling, remember to
prepare well in advance

and return home safety.  
To ensure the safe

return of our fellow
Soldiers, civilians and
their Families, supervi-
sors must provide the
necessary awareness
training and briefings to
reduce accidents and
injuries resulting from
excessive alcohol con-
sumption, winter driving
conditions, and sporting
activities. Privately owned
vehicles and hunting acci-
dents are the most fre-
quent accidents during
the fall and winter
months.

Ensure that you and
your Family take actions
to stay healthy and follow
established guidelines for
flu prevention. This
includes covering your
nose and mouth with a
tissue when you cough or
sneeze, or cough into
your arm. Wash your
hands often with soap
and water and avoid
touching your eyes, nose
or mouth.  

Start the holiday sea-
son well prepared.
Immediate supervisors
will provide the appropri-
ate training for all per-

sonnel regarding domes-
tic violence and suicidal
behavior. Understanding
the signs and symptoms
is the first step in preven-
tion. Only when we work
as a team will these
unfortunate mishaps be
eliminated.  

Give thanks for the

freedom we enjoy and
remember those who are
far away from home
defending our liberty. We
must always remain
thankful for their service
and sacrifice. Keep their
Families in your thoughts
on this special holiday.  

Be Army Safe!
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Thought of the Week
Imagine what a harmonious world it could be if every

single person, both young and old, shared a little of what
he is good at doing.  – Qincy Jones

(Source: Bits & Pieces, November 2009)
(Source:  Weather Underground at www.wunderground.com)

The Army component
of U.S. Southern
Command marked a new
chapter in its storied his-
tory as the former special
assistant to the com-
manding general; U.S.
Army Special Operations
Command in Fort Bragg,
N.C. took command of
U.S. Army South during a
ceremony at the Fort Sam
Houston Club Nov. 9.

Army Maj. Gen.
Simeon G. Trombitas suc-
ceeded Army Maj. Gen.
Keith M. Huber who was
subsequently promoted to
lieutenant general and
will serve as the deputy
commander, U.S. Joint
Forces Command in
Norfolk, Va.

Thanksgiving holiday time to give thanks, enjoy Family, friends

Correction to
News Leader 11/12/09
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News Briefs

Story and photos by
L.A. Shively
Fort Sam Houston Public
Affairs

“Let’s have some
food,” said Capt. Donna
Whittaker, dean of the
Academy of Health
Sciences, after she cut
the red ribbon officially
opening two new
Containerized Kitchens
Nov. 12 at Camp Bullis. 

Students prepared a
steak and potatoes meal
for guests for the ribbon
cutting ceremony, and
three patient meals uti-
lizing all functions of the
kitchens. 

Savory scents wafted
throughout the area and
after the ribbon cutting,
approximately 50 people
formed a line eager to
sample the meal.

The new kitchens will
be used to train “68
Mikes,” Army Nutrition
Care Specialists with
Company D, 187th
Medical Battalion.
Known as the next-gen-
eration field kitchen, CKs

provide three hot meals
per day for up to 800
Soldiers in the field and
patients requiring spe-
cialized diets. 

There are major dif-
ferences between the CK
and the previous
Modular Field Kitchen
according to Capt. Maria
Yates, chief of the
Nutrition and Training
Branch, Army Medical
Department Center and
School. She explained
CKs can be shipped any-
where in the world to
support Soldiers, set up

in under 40 minutes,
and require only four
people to operate. 

With the MFK, a
cooking tent without cli-
mate control was needed
for food preparation and
serving was done in
another tent. Set up and
tear-down took at least
one day.

The CKs are com-
pletely self-contained
systems that allow cook-
ing, warming and con-
tain a griddle, steam
pans, cook pots, roasting
pans, and sheet pans in

the ovens.
Food is kept fresh
in refrigerators or
warm in holding cabi-
nets. Hot and cold water
sources are available for
food preparation as well
as clean up. 

“You can move it,
drive it. It’s small and
everything is already
here,” said Yates. “It
even has an air condi-
tioner and believe it or
not it has a refrigerator,
a freezer and a cook-top.
It’s really great.”

Hot meals are per-
haps the most important
elements of morale
down range. 

“There was a time
when hot meals were
made in the rear. Now,
with these advances, the
students have what they

need to train,” said
Command Sgt. Major
Mark Cornejo.

“There’s nothing that
can describe (the experi-
ence of) a hot meal. You
can put it up there with
mail as a field motivator.
Getting a plate of hot
food is like receiving a
letter from home.”

“Down range, the
only things we look for-
ward to are hot meals,”
Yates agreed.

She explains the
kitchens also are inte-
gral to the 68Ms. 

“They’re not cooks,
they’re nutrition care
specialists, so when

San Antonio native Marine Cpl. Ivan Gonzalez, 4th
Reconnaissance Battalion, was awarded a Purple Heart
medal during a ceremony at the Navy Operational Support
Center, Nov. 13. Gonzalez was injured by an improvised
explosive device in Iraq while part of a convoy protecting
supply lines during his second deployment. Although a
Marine for only four years, Gonzalez has already deployed
twice and fully supports U.S. presence in Iraq. “We need
to get the Iraqi people on their feet and finish what we
started. They want us there, it’s the outside influences that
don’t want us there,” he said. Gonzalez (center) stands
next to mom Miriam, sister, Ivania, step dad, Frank Tucker,
and commanding officer, Inspector Instructor Lt. Col.
David Cooper (right).

PURPLE HEART AWARD

See KITCHENS  P10

BAMC flu vaccines
The flu vaccine will be offered

Nov. 20 for 5 years and up and Nov.
24 for beneficiaries 18 years and up
at Army Community Service,
Building 2797. 

IH-35 closure
Texas Department of

Transportation will close lanes on
Interstate Highway 35 at Frank
Street Nov. 20-23 for the installa-
tion of bridge armor joints on Frank
Street Bridge located between
Walters and New Braunfels Avenue.
The closure will be only for the
southbound main lanes and it will
open Nov. 23 at 5:30 a.m. 

National American Indian
Heritage celebration

The Brooke Army Medical Center
Equal Opportunity Program will host
a National American Indian
Heritage Month celebration Nov. 19,
12-1 p.m. in the BAMC Medical
Mall. Call 916-0830. 

1st AD luncheon
A 1st AD luncheon will be held

Nov. 24, 11:15 a.m.-1:15 p.m. at
the Fort Sam Houston Bowling Alley.
Reserve by Nov. 20. Call 221-2385.

PX Thanksgiving Weekend
hours

The post exchange will be closed
Thanksgiving Day; Open Nov. 27, 4
a.m.-9 p.m.; Nov. 28, 6 a.m.-9 p.m.;
and Nov. 29, 9 a.m.-7 p.m. For addi-
tional information, call 225-5566.

LMH office closure
Lincoln Military Housing office

will be closed Nov. 26-27. Call 270-
7638.

Holiday Concert
The 2009 Holiday Concert will

be held Dec. 5 at 7 p.m. at the
Jimmy Brought Fitness Center. The
public invited to enjoy holiday
favorites by the Army Medical
Command Band.

AMEDDC&S Holiday Ball
The Army Medical Department

Center and School 2009 Holiday Ball,
“A Magical Evening,” will be held
Dec. 11 at the Sam Houston Club.
Tickets are $38 per person. See your
unit representative for tickets.

Lucky to be the first in line,
Command Sgt. Maj. Marshall

Huffman holds the inaugural meal
from the new Containerized Kitchens

unveiled at Camp Bullis. 

Containerized Kitchens upgrade training,
treat Soldiers to great food

Pfc. Marya Sanchez checks her savory roasted potatoes in the new
Containerized Kitchen unveiled at Camp Bullis.
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Story and photos by L.A. Shively
Fort Sam Houston Public Affairs

Members of the Bexar County
Buffalo Soldiers Association celebrated
the achievements of their namesakes at
the San Antonio National Cemetery
Veterans Day, Nov. 11 in their vintage
blue and yellow uniforms. 

The gathering has been an annual
event for the last ten years at the
National Cemetery honoring the 281
Buffalo Soldiers interred there. 

The original site, part of San
Antonio’s burial ground, was donated
to the U.S. government by the city in
1867. Although the original deed was

misplaced and the transfer never
recorded, a new deed was executed in
1871 of approximately 1.89 acres. 

According to cemetery records, the
first interments were the remains of
Union Soldiers removed from the city
cemetery and outlying areas.
Subsequent burials included unknown
Soldiers who had died on the western
frontier, interred under a monument
inscribed “To the Unknown Dead.” 

The San Antonio National Cemetery
was officially listed in the National
Register of Historic Places in 2000.
Brig. Gen. John Bullis, for whom Camp
Bullis was named, is buried there.

Though small in number, the contri-

butions of the Buffalo Soldiers were
enormous along the western frontier
just after the Civil War. Created by
Congress in July, 1866, Buffalo Soldiers
were organized into the 9th and 10th
Cavalry and 24th and 25th Infantry
and were part of the regular Army.

Members were veterans from the
Civil war and freed slaves who wished
to serve the country. 

The Buffalo Soldiers were initially
sent to campaign against the
Comanche, Kiowa, Cheyenne and other
Native tribes in Texas, Kan., western
Okla. and Colo. territories, earning
their moniker and respect from the
Native peoples because of their appear-

ance and fierce fighting spirit.
Buffalo Soldiers wore buffalo hide to

protect against the harsh winters in the
areas they were fighting and, because
of their tightly curled hair, reminded
Native Americans of the bison, hence
their name. The nickname stuck and
the Buffalo Soldiers adopted the bison
as the design for their crest and the
motto, “Ready and Forward” symboliz-
ing their courage.

During the Indian Wars, together
with the Seminole-Negro Indian Scouts,
Buffalo Soldiers were instrumental in
defeating notorious Apache leaders

Buffalo Soldiers honor past, influence future

See BUFFALO SOLDIERS P10

Buffalo
Soldiers
render a
salute
during the
Veterans Day
ceremony at
the National
Cemetery. 

Keynote speaker retired Brig. Gen. Toreaser
Steele discussed the value of military service.

Buffalo Soldiers render salute as the colors pass the podium during the Buffalo Soldiers gathering at the
National Cemetery on Veterans Day.

Buffalo Soldier Sgt. Bugler Richard Steen plays
“Taps” during the ceremony.

JJ Johnson and
his mare

“Shelly” repre-
sent the fallen
Soldier. Shelly

is draped in
black and

boots are place
into her

stirrups in a
reverse

position.



By Sgt. Joshua Ford
U.S. Army North Public Affairs

It was a sight reminiscent of a
scene from the movie “Outbreak,”
or a science fiction film, when serv-
ice members with the Chemical,
Biological, Radiological, Nuclear,
and high-yield Explosive Enhanced
Response Force Package readied for
the Vibrant Response training exer-
cise.

Dozens of Soldiers and Airmen
lined up to enter a simulated radio-
logical-contaminated area at the
Muscatatuck Urban Training Center,
Ind., in bright orange booties, pro-
tective masks, helmets and full-body,
fluorescent-yellow hooded jumpsuits

looking more like spacemen or
extraterrestrials. 

“We call them banana suits, big
bird suits. I guess you could call
them school bus suits too,” joked
Sgt. Robert Kibler. “They keep us
safe though.”

There are variations of the suit,
depending on the degree of contami-
nation. But for the most part, they
are the same, said Kibler. The suits
are not all bright yellow. Some are
brown and others have a camou-
flage pattern.  

“There are level A, B, C and D
suits,” Kibler said. “The main differ-
ence is the material and the thick-

“This is not a ‘pick-up’
game where you can
arrive at the scene of an
event and figure out what
everybody’s roles and
missions are,” said
Turner. “They need to
know each other, and they
need to come in ready to
operate. We have, over
the past three years, seen
incredible strides in that
direction at all levels –
federal, state and local.”

The exercise is
extremely important, he
added, because it is the
first time the command

has conducted a
Chemical, Biological,
Radiological, Nuclear and
High Yield Explosive
Consequence
Management Reaction
Force exercise on such a
large scale.

This type of scenario
would be so catastrophic

that it would require the
combined capability of all
the responders to mitigate
the effects of such a dev-
astating event, said
Turner. As such, it is criti-
cal to perfect the integra-
tion of local, state and fed-
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CBRNE suits present challenges, unfamiliar look during Vibrant Response

Photo by Sgt. Maj. Eric Lobsinger
A Marine from the Chemical Biological Incident Response Force, II Marine Expeditionary Force, based out
of Indian Head, Md., scans a fellow Marine for radiological contamination during the Vibrant Response Field
Training Exercise at the Muscatatuck Urban Training Center. 

Four Marines from
the Chemical
Biological Incident
Response Force, II
Marine
Expeditionary
Force, based out of
Indian Head, Md.,
set out on a search
and extraction
mission during the
Vibrant Response
Field Training
Exercise at the
Muscatatuck
Urban Training
Center. 

Photo by Sgt. Maj.
Eric Lobsinger

See CBRNE SUITS P15

See ARNORTH P15



Story and photo by 
Lori Newman
Fort Sam Houston Public
Affairs

The 42nd Surgeon
General of the U.S. Army
visited Fort Sam Houston
Nov. 12 to appoint
Herbert A. Coley to a sen-
ior executive service posi-
tion as chief of staff,
Health Systems
Administration, U.S.
Army Medical Command;
honor Joann Robertson
for her seven years of
service as chief of the

Civilian Corps and
appoint Gregg Stevens as
the new Army Medical
Department Civilian
Corps chief.  

“Herb Coley, Gregg
Stevens and Joann
Robertson, are institu-
tions in Army medicine,”
said Lt. Gen. Eric
Schoomaker, U.S. Army
surgeon general. 

“We have seen the
Civilian Corps grow from
25,000 to 45,000 to
become over 60 percent
of the entire medical
department,” said

Schoomaker.
“It was Herb that took

many people like me
under his wing and
taught us from the bot-
tom up the fundamentals
of how Army medicine
was built, structured and
maintained.”

“Sir, thank you very
much for giving me this
opportunity; I am hon-
ored and blessed. I will
give you every ounce of
my effort to do the best
job possible,” said Coley.

“I look forward to
serving you and the Army

Medical Department for
many years to come.”

Schoomaker presented
Robertson the
Department of the Army
Meritorious Civilian
Service Award praising
her for her achievements
over the past seven years.

“Joann is responsible
for standing up the first
balanced score card for
the civilian corps,” he
said. “It was Joann work-
ing with civilian person-
nel people at Department

NEWS LEADERPAGE 6 NOV. 19, 2009

Three civilians honored for service to Army Medical Department

Lt. Gen. Eric Schoomaker (right), U.S. Army surgeon general and
commander, U.S. Army Medical Command, presents Herbert Coley a
framed senior executive service appointment certificate. Schoomaker
also presented Coley with the senior executive service pin. See AMEDD P21



care, academic achieve-
ment, clinical research
and operational medicine.
Peoples’ wife, Kathleen,
accepted the award in his
absence.

Peoples received his
Doctor of Medicine
degree in 1988 from
Johns Hopkins University
School of Medicine,
Baltimore, Md. He com-
pleted residency training
in general surgery at
Harvard Medical School’s
Brigham and Women’s
Hospital, Boston, Mass.,
and a fellowship in surgi-
cal oncology at M.D.
Anderson Cancer Center,
Houston.

During his career,
Peoples has given 51 lec-
tures; served as presenter
or co-presenter during
136 medical conferences;
published 97 manu-
scripts, 99 abstracts, 6
book chapters and two
manuals; and obtained 6

patents and 12 grants.
Additionally, he has con-
ducted 28 protocols and
received 11 cancer vac-
cine development lab fel-
low research awards.

Peoples’ overseas mili-
tary service has included
assignments in
Afghanistan and Iraq. His
military awards include
the Order of Military
Medical Merit, Bronze
Star, Combat Medical
Badge, Army
Commendation Medal
with Valor Device, and
Presidential Unit Citation.

The guest speaker for
the award ceremony was
Dr. William L. Henrich,
president, University of
Texas Health Science
Center in San Antonio.

“Much of our health
center’s success can be
attributed to its partner-
ship with the military,”
said Henrich. “We share
programs, people, teams
and a mission, not only to
serve, but also to improve

patient outcomes.”
Other nominees were

Col. (Dr.) Duane
Hospenthal, BAMC
Infectious Disease; Col.
(Dr.) Woodson Jones,
WHMC Pediatrics; Col.
(Dr.) Liem Mansfield,
BAMC Radiology; and Lt.
Col. (Dr.) Clinton Murray,
BAMC Infectious Disease.

The Gold Headed Cane
Award custom dates back
to physicians who cared
for British royalty in the
17th century. The original
Gold Headed Cane, first
awarded in 1689 to Dr.
John Radcliffe, is now on
display at the Royal
College of Physicians in
London.
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Photo by Alan Boedeker
Kathleen Peoples, wife of Col. (Dr.) George Peoples (center), accepts the 2009 Gold Headed Cane Award for
her husband during the annual award ceremony Nov. 13 at the Hilton Hill Country Hotel and Spa in San
Antonio. Presenting the award are Maj. Gen. Tom Travis, 59th Medical Wing commander (right), and Col.
Mary Ann McAfee, deputy commander for Clinical Services, Brooke Army Medical Center. 

BAMC DOCTOR  from P1

News Leader survey online
Visit http://www.samhouston.army.mil/publicaffairs. For more
information, call 221-0615 or 221-2030.
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By L.A. Shively
Fort Sam Houston Public
Affairs

Soldiers in uniform,
veterans, Family and
Native people in colorful
regalia danced to the
heart-beat of the drum,
celebrating Native
American culture during
the 10th Annual
Veteran’s Day Powwow
Nov. 14 at Fort Sam
Houston’s Central Post
Gym.

Special ceremonies
and songs honored veter-
ans in attendance and
also recognized those
who could not attend. A
Gourd Dance, held prior
to Grand Entry and
danced primarily by mili-
tary members, veterans
and their Families, pre-
pared the dance arena. 

Gourd Dance originat-

ed among the Kiowa and
in the southern plains
and was performed by
the warriors or “Dog
Soldiers.” This dance
usually begins in the
afternoon signaling
Native people to gather. It
is a spiritual activity
where very old songs
connect today’s veterans
with those who have
gone before while
“cleansing” the dance
arena said Headman
Dancer Gaylord “Bud”
Lindsay, a retired Army
colonel and is currently
with the Army Research
Laboratory–Fort Sam
Houston.

“These events are for
fellowship and remem-
bering ancestors and
those veterans that
fought for freedom and
this country. We come
from different tribes and

nations but go into the
same circle,” said
Lindsay, who is Choctaw.

At Grand Entry,
dancers enter the arena
in a single file clockwise
following the direction of
the sun. The Eagle Staff
leads the procession fol-

lowed by a host of flags
bearers carrying the U.S.
flag, the Texas flag and
several flags represent-
ing federally-recognized
tribes. Veterans followed,
then Gourd Dancers, and
then head staff with the
rest of the dancers

according to dance style.
Master of Ceremonies

Erwin De Luna kept the
event lively, sharing bits
of wisdom between
announcing dances
including Tiny Tots,
Fancy Shawl, and
Traditional. Dominique

Nordin danced an exhibi-
tion Hoop Dance where
he used 28 hoops, each
representing the lunar
cycle and intricate foot-
work to create visual
symbols of the connec-

Photo by L.A. Shively
Pvt. Erica Hipolito enjoys dancing an Intertribal dance during the
powwow. 

Photo by L.A. Shively
Headman Dancer Gaylord “Bud” Lindsay spends quality time with his
granddaughter, Lola Ren Baccus. 

See POWWOW P9

Veteran’s Day powwow brings colorful dance, ceremony to FSH



PAGE 9NEWS LEADERNOV. 19, 2009

tions between the earth,
its creatures, the sky and
all of life.

“When you come to
these events, particularly
the powwow, it’s like the
military. They are from
all over,” said De Luna,
whose heritage is both
Navajo and Taos Pueblo.
De Luna also pointed out
another similarity
between Native commu-

nities and the military. 
“There’s only two

reservations, the military
and an Indian,” De Luna
joked.

“Native people have
served in the military
from the very beginning
in one capacity or anoth-
er,” De Luna said, “and
the Native American
community has the
largest number of ethnic
groups per capita that
ever served in the mili-

tary in all branches.”
“A lot of kids now-a-

days don’t understand
their own culture,” said
Victor Gomez Jr., Aztec
and Seneca, who was
dancing in the Traditional
style. “So the best way to
do it is to show them
where their roots came
from, where their blood
lines came from. I have
my family here. It’s very
important to show them
their heritage whatever it

is – Anglo, Native
American, African
American, Hispanic.”

“It was a good experi-
ence,” said Pvt. Jacinata
Sumagaysay, after danc-
ing with several of her
friends during an inter-
tribal where the public is
invited into the circle.
Sumagaysay, originally
from Guam, a
Micronesian island in the
Pacific, said she felt it
was important to share
cultures. “This is the first
time I’ve been in the U.S.
and a lot of things are
very new to me.”

“It was more. You get
to dance and share in the
music and see authentic
dress,” agreed Pfc.
Jonathan Garibay, who
claims Mexican and
Italian heritage. “I’ve
never experienced (a
powwow) first hand.”

“It was pretty interest-
ing,” said Pvt. Cameron
McDonald-Cayhill.

“It looked like fun. I
like dancing a lot,” said
Pfc. Ivanna Candelo, who
has Columbian heritage.
“It’s nice to learn about
Natives from other
areas.”

Pvt. Erica Hipolito
agreed that sharing cul-
ture was enjoyable and
inevitable in the Army. “I
had a friend who is
Navajo in Fort Sill, Okla.
She showed me pictures

of her outfit and told me
about her background.” 

Hipolito said she really
enjoyed the dancing and
the ceremony of the pow-
wow.

Outside the arena ven-
dors offered dreamcatch-
ers, feather fans, shawls,
hand-made flutes and
other items, plus authen-
tic fry bread Indian tacos
for sale.

Photo by Erwin De Luna
Vergie Ravenhawk plays a hand-carved flute outside the arena.

Courtesy photo
Erwin De Luna blesses Soldiers prior to the Veterans Day powwow.

POWWOW from P8
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they’re in the field, we
need a kitchen so the
menu can be catered to
the patient – if the patient
needs a “blenderized”
meal we can do it, even
with limited supplies.”

Yates also said the
kitchens will give dieti-
cians and nutrition spe-
cialists the proper field
training and experience

for deployment.
“This is the way the

Army is going and it’s
nice to follow the trend.
When our students leave,
they have the knowledge,
when they get to their
unit, to set these up and
run them properly,” said
Staff Sgt. Sanburn, who
said he has used the
kitchens during deploy-
ment.

Staff Sgt. Kirby Ruben samples the “blenderized” meal prepared for
him. His meal consists of steak, potatoes, peas and lemonade.

KITCHENS from P3

Victorio, Geronimo and
Nana. 

The 9th and 10th
Cavalry Regiments united
to chase Victorio into
Mexico in 1880 where he
was killed by the Mexican
Cavalry. Buffalo Soldiers
fought Nana continuously
until he was captured in a
surprise attack and later
escaped. They pursued
Geronimo until he sur-
rendered with Victorio in
1886 to Gen. Nelson
Miles. 

While en route to Fla.,
Geronimo was temporari-
ly housed at the
Quadrangle in Fort Sam
Houston.

When not fighting,
Buffalo Soldiers guarded
settlers and frontier
posts, stagecoaches and
railroads, built forts and
telegraph lines; and locat-
ed supplies and water for
survival.

As the western frontier
settled, Buffalo Soldiers
continued to be involved.
In 1903 and 1904 the 9th
Cavalry built or improved
trails and roads and con-
structed an arboretum,
while also protecting the
country’s national parks
from poachers, timber
thieves and forest fires.

During the Veterans
Day ceremony the list of
fallen Bexar County
Association Buffalo
Soldiers was read and
military honors were ren-
dered, and “Taps” was
played.

Keynote speaker,
retired Brig. Gen.
Toreaser Steele, dis-
cussed the value of mili-
tary service and the
Buffalo Soldiers to the
community and to this
country.

“The service of those
in uniform is and always
has been a national treas-
ure because it is an

investment. It is invest-
ment in people, our
nation and the precious
freedoms we enjoy. That
is why the Buffalo
Soldiers, veteran before
and after them have been
willing to serve and serve
well this wonderful coun-
try that has not always
been wonderful to them.

Steele stressed that
looking beyond prejudice
to something greater for
oneself, Families and the
nation is key to success.

The Bexar County
Buffalo Soldiers also
include the Seminole and
Indian Scouts into their
group and strive toward
authenticity down to the
uniform boots.

Richard Steen said he
is proud of his Buffalo
Soldier’s uniform. “This
uniform is the uniform
the U.S. Army wore in
1872. This uniform was
never decommissioned
and is still proper dress

for special occasions. It
shows the continuity of
service,” he said noting
that today’s Army dress
uniforms (Class A) look
quite similar. “The rank
insignia has not changed
much and these are the
actual cavalry boots they
wore.”

Steen also said the
Bexar County Buffalo
Soldiers strive to educate
the community about the
history of the Buffalo
Soldiers providing speak-
ers for schools, youth
groups, civic organiza-
tions and churches. It’s
working he said.

“We don’t just wear
the uniform. We are role
models.” Earlier in the
day, a youth approached
Steen, attracted to his
Buffalo Soldier’s uniform.
Steen brought the young
man to the Soldiers
attending the ceremony
to discuss his future in
military service.

SOLDIERS from P4
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Story and photo by
Sgt. Joshua Ford
U.S. Army North
Public Affairs Office

Command Sgt. Maj.
David Wood took the
reins of responsibility
from Command Sgt. Maj.
George Nieves as U.S.
Army North’s top enlisted

leader during a change of
responsibility ceremony
here Nov. 17.

Hundreds of military
and civilian comrades
gathered inside the com-
mand’s historic head-
quarters at the
“Quadrangle” to welcome
Wood and to pay their
respect to Nieves, who
departs after serving five
years as the command’s
senior enlisted advisor.

“Army North is
blessed to be receiving
another highly qualified
command sergeant
major,” said Lt. Gen.
Thomas Turner, Army

North’s commanding
general. “He is a proven
leader and logistician
with operational combat
experience in Iraq and
throughout Europe.  I
know Command Sgt. Maj.
Wood is the right man to
help lead Army North as
we continue to mature.  

“Command Sgt. Maj.
Wood – welcome to Army
North and San Antonio.” 

Wood arrives to the
command after serving
as the senior enlisted
leader for 21st Theater
Sustainment Command,
based out of
Kaiserslautern, Germany. 

“I am honored to be
standing here before all
of you, not as the com-
mand sergeant major but
as the command’s ser-
geant major,” said Wood.
“Each and every member
of this command is enti-
tled to my service; your
expectations are my
charge.”

Immediately following

the change of responsi-
bility ceremony, Nieves
was presented the Army
Distinguished Service
Medal by Turner for his
more than 35 years of
service to the nation.  

“Command Sgt. Maj.
Nieves has seen a lot of
change in the Army dur-
ing his career and, with-
out doubt, he was a part
of the driving force
behind much of it,” said
Turner. “He has been a
positive influence from
the team level through
the Army level of com-

mand during training, in
peace, operations to
enforce peace, and in
war.”

Nieves joined the
Army in June 1974 at 17
years of age. He left the
Bronx, New York, to
become an infantryman
and has served all over
the Army, to include
Korea and Europe.   

“Ending my career in
ARNORTH has been a
blessing,” said Nieves.
“No organization, no
matter how good it is, is
going to win on reputa-

tion alone.  The men and
women of ARNORTH
continue to raise the bar
with their dedicated serv-
ice to the nation.”

During Nieves’
remarks he pointed out
that he had known Wood
for several years and
expressed his belief that
Wood is the man for the
job.

“I can tell you he is the
right leader – at the right
time – to take this organi-
zation to the next level,”
said Nieves.
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The Lost Heroes Art Quilt honoring America’s fallen heroes in
Iraq and Afghanistan will be displayed Nov. 19-24 at the Warrior
and Family Support Center, Building 3628, Rawley E. Chambers
Road. The exhibit opens Nov. 19 at 1 p.m. and features many
local fallen heroes with roots in Texas.

Wood assumes responsibility as ARNORTH’s senior enlisted leader
Nieves bids comrades
farewell following 5-
years as command’s
top NCO, 35+ years
service with U.S. Army

Command Sgt. Maj. David
Wood (left), U.S. Army
North’s new senior
enlisted leader, along with
Lt. Gen. Thomas Turner,
Army North’s
commanding general, and
Command Sgt. Maj.
George Nieves, stand at
attention during a change
of responsibility ceremony
Nov. 17 in ARNORTH
headquarters’ historic
Quadrangle.

Courtesy photo

COMPANY GIVES
GIFT OF LIFE

Photo by Esther Garcia 
Lt. Col. Bridget Wiemken, officer in charge of the Akeroyd Blood
Donor Center, assists Cpt. Kellie Knight, commander, Company B,
264th Medical Battalion, attach the ribbon to the company’s
guidon which was presented by the blood donor center to the
company Nov. 6. The blood center recognizes companies that
donate the most blood based on population with a quarterly award.
The award is in the form of a streamer that companies can attach
to their guidons. Company B, 232nd Medical Battalion won the
first quarter blood award for 2009, Company B, 264th won the
second quarter. 

LOST HEROES ART
QUILT EXHIBITION
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Photo by Maria Gallegos
Gen. James Cartwright, vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
chuckles with Pvt. Paul Plemmons during his visit Nov. 4.
Cartwright and his wife Sandee visited several patients at Brooke
Army Medical Center.

GEN. CARTWRIGHT
VISITS  BAMC

(From left) Sgt. Julio Mezamedina, Sgt. Isaac Garza, Sgt. Jerroll
Arana, and Cpl. Ivan Gonzalez, of the 4th Reconnaissance
Battalion Color Guard, U.S. Marine Corps, carry the colors at the
39th Annual Veterans Day Parade in Universal City.

NCOs celebrate veterans

Photos by Esther Garcia
(From left) Sgt. Steven Galindo and Spc. Luis GarciaRodriguez,
Headquarters and Headquarters, U.S. Army Garrison; Sgt. 1st Class
Sheila Langsam, U.S. Army South; Staff Sgt. Courtney Linde,
Randolph Air Force Base; and Master Sgt. Megan Grant, 470th
Military Intelligence Brigade, wave to the crowd during the
Universal City 39th Annual Veterans Day Parade Nov. 14. 
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Fourth grade students learn
about Fort Sam’s History
Story and photo by 
Minnie Jones
Fort Sam Houston Public
Affairs Office

Fourth grade students
from Ogden Elementary
School made a stop at the
Fort Sam Houston
Museum Nov. 13, during
a “Heritage Education
Bus Tour,” sponsored by
the San Antonio
Conservation Society. Fort
Sam Houston will host
four schools this year.       

Jackie Davis, museum
curator, Fort Sam
Houston and Soldiers
from Headquarters and
Headquarters Company
U.S. Army Garrison,
greeted the students out-
side of the museum.
There, Davis began by
giving the students a little
history about Army
Soldiers, their uniforms
and the badges they
wear.  

“We figured out awhile
back that what kids want
to see at an Army post

are Soldiers. Almost all
the kids on these tours
have no connection with
the military at all, and to
fourth graders, almost
everything is history. So
to them our Soldiers are
as much part of Fort
Sam’s history as anything
else, and what better rep-
resentatives of the Army’s
heritage than Soldiers,”
said Davis. 

After Davis’ opening,
the students were turned
over to the Soldiers who
gave them a crash course
on a few drill commands
before having them take
the lead and marching
themselves into the muse-
um. At the door, they
were given pictures of
Army symbols to find
during a scavenger hunt,
which helped them learn
their way around the
museum while also
exposing them to some of
the Army’s history.

Joseph Estrada, age 10
from Ogden Elementary
School said the tour was,
“Awesome and cool, I

liked history before, but I
like it a lot more now.”

Each year in the
month of November, the
San Antonio Conservation
Society sponsors histori-
cal tours of San Antonio
as part of their “Heritage
Education Tours” for
fourth grade students
from both public and pri-
vate schools in the city of
San Antonio. 

“I’ve been doing this
for 15 years,” said, Katie
Otten, certified profes-
sional guide, Professional
Tour Guide Association of
San Antonio. “We may
not reach them today, but
somewhere down the line
– they remember. Maybe
you won’t get immediate
gratification, but today
you plant a seed and it
takes root.”

In addition to the Fort
Sam Houston Museum,
the students also visited
Mission San Juan and
received a windshield
tour of historical down-
town San Antonio. 

Jackie Davis, museum curator, Fort Sam Houston explains uniforms and the patches worn by the Soldiers
from Headquarters and Headquarters Company, U.S. Army Garrison to fourth grade students from Ogden
Elementary School during a “Heritage Education Bus Tour” Nov. 13, sponsored by the San Antonio
Conservation Society.      



said. He refrained from
sharing his own views
about the best option, but
said Obama appears to be
leaning toward one that
combines parts of various
alternatives presented so
far.

The question, he said,
comes down to “How do
we signal resolve, and at
the same time, signal to
the Afghans and the
American people that this
is not open-ended?”

Returning to the leak-
ing issue, Gates con-
demned information made
public about the alleged
Fort Hood gunman that he
said could jeopardize the
investigation.

“Everybody out there
with their own little piece
of the action” doesn’t
understand how it fits into
the big picture, he said.
“Everybody out there
ought to just shut up.”

Gates spoke with
reporters en route to
Oshkosh, Wis., where he
said he wants to thank
factory workers at the
Oshkosh Corp. who have
stepped up production of
all-terrain versions of the
mine-resistant, ambush-
protected vehicle specifi-
cally designed for
Afghanistan’s rugged ter-

rain.
The M-ATVs, as the

special MRAP vehicles are
known, are part of the
defensive response to
roadside bombs responsi-
ble for more than 80 per-
cent of casualties in
Afghanistan, Gates said.
Going after the networks
that build and plant them
is the offensive part of the
response, he added.

Gates also announced a
new task force focused on
protecting U.S. troops in
Afghanistan against
improvised explosive
devices. The new counter-
IED task force will oversee
the full range of efforts
already under way, includ-
ing the Joint IED Defeat
Organization, MRAP pro-
duction and other meas-
ures.

“It will bring together
the range of capabilities
we already have, and
make them more collabo-
rated and more integrat-
ed,” Pentagon Press
Secretary Geoff Morrell
explained.

Gates conceded that
while M-ATVs provide
more troop protection,
very large IEDs being seen
in Afghanistan pose a
huge threat. “There is
nothing that can protect
our troops against every-
thing,” he said.

ness of the types of suits.”
“It can get pretty hot in

one of these suits,” said
Staff Sgt. John Miller.
“People say to add about
15 degrees to whatever
the temperature is outside
to what you feel in the
suit. I say add 20.”

With the heat in the
suit comes the possibility
of dehydration, so service
members hydrate con-
stantly. Earlier versions of
the suit lacked a water
source so service mem-
bers were without water
for however long they had
to wear them.

“That was my biggest
concern before, but it has
been corrected,” said
Miller.  “Hoses were
added to the suits to pro-
vide water.”

On average, Soldiers,
Sailors, Airmen and
Marines are only sup-
posed to stay in the suits
for approximately 45 min-
utes, but the time they
spend in the suits can also
depend on the tempera-
ture outside.

“It is not bad. If I know
I’m getting in one of these
suits the day before, I
hydrate and make my
team hydrate. The day I
do get in the suit, my
team and I drink a full
canteen before we get in,”
said Airman 1st Class
Lauren Dortmund.

Service members have
to be able to fit into tight
places at times, especially
if they are trying to get
people out of a collapsed
building or structure, and
tearing the suit could be
catastrophic for the per-

son wearing it.
“You can move pretty

well in the suits, but you
have to be careful not to
get caught on anything
when you are crawling
through holes,” said Pfc.
Michael Cooper.  

“When you are going
into smaller holes to
extract somebody, you
have to worry about get-
ting your suit or your
equipment caught on
debris,” Cooper added.
“If you rip your suit while
in the contaminated area,
you have to get extracted
because you are contami-
nated.”

Although uncomfort-
able at times, the Tyvex
suits don’t stop Soldiers
and Airmen from execut-
ing their mission.

“I like wandering
around in crazy looking

suits,” Kibler said.  “It is
good to know we have
stuff like this.” 

More than 4,000 serv-
ice members and civilians
from various other federal
and state agencies trained
together to respond to a
domestic catastrophic
incident.

U.S. Army North
played a huge role in the
exercise. As the Joint
Force Land Component
Command and Army
Service Component
Command to U.S.
Northern Command,
ARNORTH ensures that
the Department of
Defense response to a dis-
aster in the U.S. is timely
and effective in helping
the American people in a
time of need.

eral responders.
“This is very important

to our nation and the
American people,” he
explained. 

It is also important that
the American public
understands that the
United States has the
capability to respond to a
catastrophic disaster of
this nature. 

“This training is very

important,” said Nieves.
“It’s about a response
force of American
Soldiers, Airmen, Sailors
and Marines – American
citizens – helping other
American citizens in a
time of crisis. That’s as
simple as I can put it –
Americans helping
Americans.”

During the exercise,
said Turner, practicing the
integration of federal
capabilities and how they

interface with the state is
a vital tasking for the
Army North and Joint
Task Force – Civil Support
forces on the ground.  

If a state’s assets have
been exhausted, said
Nieves, everyone should
know that DoD has a
response force that can
come in and provide
assistance, provide conse-
quence management, at
the site.  Army North and
JTF-CS serve in support

of the lead federal agency.
“We are proficient at

that,” he said. “It takes
training – and that’s what
we are doing here.

“Everyone I have spo-
ken to has really
embraced what we are
doing here. If needed,
there is no doubt that they
will answer the call and
come in with bags
packed, ready to help
their fellow citizens.”

GATES from P1 ARMY NORTH from P5

CBRNE SUITS from P5
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By Lori Newman
Fort Sam Houston Public Affairs

Nineteen service members and
veterans from 11 countries
received their U.S. citizenship dur-
ing the Veterans Day ceremony
Nov. 11 at Fort Sam Houston
National Cemetery.

“It is truly a privilege to be able
to stand here today in the pres-
ence of living and deceased
American heroes on Veterans Day
and naturalize America Soldiers
who are serving our country even
before it has become their coun-
try,” said John W. Primono, U.S.
Magistrate Judge for Western
District of Texas. 

Among the applicants was Spc.
Spencer Byun originally from
South Korea. Born Hyung Byun, he
was one of four who changed his
name during the ceremony to
reflect his new American citizen-
ship status. 

“I have always been interested
in serving this country, I am proud
of myself for being a member of
the Army of the United States,”
said Byun, a member of Company
D, 187th Medical Battalion, who
will graduate the 68WP3 course as
an eye specialist. 

When asked about their new
citizenship, Airman 1st Class

Danny Vu from Vietnam said, “It
feels really good, I’m very excited.”

“This is a wonderful feeling,”
said Pfc. Merrick Roper, who has
been in the United States for 17
years.

David Johnson, a Vietnam vet-
eran, became a citizen after 53
years.

“This is a great accomplishment
for me; it’s taken me a long time
between deployments and being in
the military. I’m very excited and
happy,” said Sgt. Shanise Dames.

Capt. Jennifer Rodriguez
contributed to this article.
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Service members, veterans
take oath of citizenship on
Veterans Day

Community honors Veterans with ceremony, wreath laying
Story and photos by Lori Newman
Fort Sam Houston Public Affairs

About 2,000 members of San Antonio commu-
nity, civic leaders and veterans gathered at the
Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery Nov. 11 to
honor military veterans, past and present.

Once called “Armistice Day” to reflect the end
of World War I, in 1954 after World War II, the
83rd Congress created an amendment striking
the word “Armistice” and replacing it with
“Veterans” to honor veterans of all wars.

Retired Command Sgt. Maj. Tom Nesbit, mas-
ter of ceremonies welcomed everyone, “Today we
remember our veterans, active duty, guard and
reserve, retired, future men and women of our
military, those injured in the line of duty and
those who gave their lives for our beloved
country.”

In honor of the Year of the Noncommissioned
Officer, Command Sgt. Maj. Howard Riles, Army
Medical Department Center and School, presided
over the presentation of the colors by the Joint
Services Color Guard.

Conrad Myers Jr., past commander of the
Military Order of the Purple Heart, provided the
invocation for the today’s ceremonies, asking a
moment of silence be observed to honor those
who were wounded or lost their lives during the
tragic shooting at Fort Hood, Texas. 

“One act of violence will not deter us from our
mission; but make us stronger,” he said.

The Special Forces Association Chapter 15
presented flags of each service branch as the U.S.
Army Medical Command Band played its respec-
tive song.

Military representatives, with help from Alamo
Area Council Boy Scouts and the Girl Scouts of

Southwest Texas, presented memorial wreaths
which were paraded and displayed within the cir-
cle of flags at the cemetery.

Following the wreath presentation Reverend
Buchner Fanning, guest speaker for the ceremo-
ny recounted his memories of listening to the
radio after the bombing of Pearl Harbor and his
desire to serve in the military. He became a U.S.
Marine at the age of 17.

“It changed my life, it changed my direction, it
changed my values and the way I looked at the
world,” he said. “I came to see how valuable it is
to defend this land, to make a difference in our
futures. We have a tremendous privilege to be liv-
ing and serving for the glory of God and the wel-
fare of the United States of America.”

Military, civic and veteran’s organizations also
presented wreaths during the ceremony. 

Photo by Jennifer Rodriguez
Spc. Spencer Byun smiles brightly as he
waves an American flag after the naturaliza-
tion ceremony Nov. 11.

Photo by Lori Newman
Service members and veterans become U.S. citizens as part of the Veterans Day ceremony
Nov. 11 at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery.

Retired Lt. Col. Sue Brannon, from the Black Bear Pipe
Band plays the bag pipes during the wreath presentation
at the Veterans Days ceremony.

Joaquin Faz, Richard Mann and Abel Araiza, 
members of the Fort Sam Houston Memorial Services
Detachment salute the flag during the Veterans Day
ceremony at the Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery.

Ray Gutierrez, Fort Sam Houston Memorial Services Detachment,
sounds “Taps” Nov. 11 at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery.

Military representatives, (front row, from left) Army Pfc. Darrell Harris; retired Marine Master Sgt. Humberto
Reyes; Navy Chief Petty Officer Karl Whiteman; retired Air Force Command Sgt. Emilio Serrano; (back row,
from left) Coast Guard Petty Officer Blaine Piersol; Maj. Gen. Simeon Trombitas, commander, U.S. Army
South and Chilean Maj. Gen. Hernan Mardones present wreaths during the Veterans Day ceremony at the Fort
Sam Houston National Cemetery.

Military, civic and veteran’s organizations present wreaths during the Veteran Day ceremony
Nov. 11. 

Members of
the Texas
Children’s

Choir
perform

during the
Veterans

Day
ceremony at

the Fort
Sam

Houston
National

Cemetery.

The Joint
Service Color
Guard posts
the colors
under the
direction of
Command
Sgt. Maj.
Howard
Riles, Army
Medical
Department
Center and
School.

Members of the Native American community of San Antonio present a wreath during
the Veterans Day ceremony at the Fort Sam Houston national Cemetery.

The Army Medical Command Band played throughout the Veterans Day
ceremony at the Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery.



By Patricia Baker
Lincoln Military Housing

A Base Realignment
and Closure project in
support of the Mission
Installation Contracting
Command move has
begun in the Infantry
Post area. The project
scope is to include the
design and construction
for the revitalization of
the Long Barracks and
Buildings 601 and 602.
The overall project
includes all work
required to restore the
existing buildings to a
complete and usable con-
dition for office space.  

The contractor for
these projects will start
installing construction
bubble fencing, visual
barriers, bringing in
equipment, and setting
up their offices within the

next couple of weeks. 
It is estimated that

abatement and demoli-
tion will begin in January
2010.  Buildings 601 and
602 will take approxi-
mately one year to com-
plete and the Long
Barracks will take
approximately two years
to complete.

All work for the Long
Barracks project will be
completed within the
construction bubble. This
means that all access to
this project will be off-
post through the Hood
Street gate with parking
and staging occurring
inside the bubble.  

Infantry Post Road will
be closed at Service Road
S-36.  Residents residing
in this area will have
access to their homes
using Service Road S-34
and S-35. The project for

Buildings 601 and 602
will have a conventional
construction fence and
the traffic will flow
through the appropriate
gates and route lanes.
Parking for Buildings 601
and 602 will be located in
the asphalt area - north
of Hood Street.  

Work on both projects
will normally be from 7
a.m. to 5 p.m. If weekend
work is required, a notice
will be sent to all resi-
dents.

When complete, the
Long Barracks will
accommodate about 307
personnel. 

Since all buildings are
eligible to be on the list of
the National Register of
Historic Places, the his-
toric character of the
property must be
retained and preserved. 

Work includes replac-

ing missing wooden
porches, replacement of
floors, roofs, electrical,
plumbing, exterior light-
ing fixtures, and replac-
ing interior and exterior
doors and windows with
Anti-Terrorism Force
Protection and historical-
ly compliant fixtures;
removing existing lead-
based paint and
asbestos-containing
materials; reconstruction
of sidewalks and parking
areas; replacement of
existing electric, gas,
water, and sewer sys-
tems.

Infantry Post was con-
structed between 1881
and 1885 and designed

with barracks and offi-
cers’ quarters surround-
ing the parade ground.
Officers’ quarters were
located in the western
half of the post, and the
Long Barracks, a series
of linked buildings,
extends across the entire
eastern half. 

The barracks are two-
story, brick masonry
structures with ornate
parapets. Double gallery
porches previously
extended along the
length of the barracks.
The porches were richly
detailed but were
enclosed with wood sid-
ing during the 1940s.
Due to their deteriorated

condition, the porches
were demolished in the
late 1990s. 

Centered along the
length of the Long
Barracks is a three-story
component that contrasts
with the simpler bar-
racks profile in both
character and style. The
limestone hooded win-
dows and blocked cor-
ners contract with the
buff-colored brick walls.
The gapped parapet pro-
vided a symbolic fortress
element to the post and
was its organizing visual
element.  

For more information,
call 221-0891 or 221-
1983.
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Historic character of  “Long Barracks” retained during BRAC reconstruction

Courtesy photo
The Long Barracks panorama photo circa 1916 showing the Long Barracks with the Sally Port in the center.
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Cotulla HS honors hometown heroes,
WWI, WWII veterans, recognizes history

Cotulla High School’s
Veterans Day began a lit-
tle after the 11th hour,
Nov. 11. The timing coin-
cided with the surrender
and treaty signing by the
Germans to the Allies in
France, marking the end
of World War I. The cere-
mony honored hometown
heroes and conveyed the
cost of freedom past and
present to the student
body. 

Hosted by Principal
Dirk Dykstra and
Assistant Principal Luz
Martinez, the event was
narrated by retired Lt.
Col. Hector Martinez, who
served with U.S. Army
South, and Lt. Col.
Anthony Cornett, current-
ly with U.S. Army North.  

Martinez welcomed
everyone in his opening
remarks. South San
Antonio High School
Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps’ color
guard, escorted by Staff
Sgt. Richard Mendoza,
U.S. Army Recruiting
Command, posted the col-
ors. The national anthem
was played distinctively
by Cotulla’s band, The
Mariachi Cotuleño led by
Elio Ramire.

“Taps” commemorated
those who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice protecting
our nation’s freedom and

particular recognition
was given to Spc. Andy
Alaniz, who was killed in
action during Operation
Desert Storm, and
Ramirez’ deceased father,
Elio Ramirez Sr., a WWI
Purple Heart recipient.   

Cornett presented
commemorative plaques
recognizing those who
served during WWII. “On
behalf of a grateful
nation, thank you for
your commitment and
service,” he said while
presenting plaques to
retired Lt. Col. H.B.
“Buck” Ramsey, former

Capt. Chevis Amick and
Pvt. George Waitz who
had been members of the
U.S. Army Air Forces, the
military aviation arm of
the Army and precursor
to the Air Force. 

Of special note,
Ramsey had served
alongside Air Force Gen.
Daniel “Chappie” James,
the first African American
four star general, as a
part of the Thirteenth Air
Force, 12th Fighter
Squadron,18th Wing. 

Cornett also presented
plaques to Sgts. Israel
Casas, Pickett Dorough,
and Air Force Cpl. Pedro
Garcia. 

Devyn Garza,
Gonzales’ 7-year-old
grandson presented his
plaque by special request
from granddaughter
Kristy who wanted to
make this year’s Veterans
Day special for her
grandfather. Gonzales
took the opportunity to
share his experience with
his Family, passing the
torch from grandfather to
grandson.  

“I am so glad I
received this before I
died,” said Gonzalez,
while Garza cried and
thanked all veterans.

(Source: Cotulla High
School)

The Mariachi
Cotuleño

played their
distinctive

version of the
national

anthem at
Cotulla High

School’s
Veterans Day
celebration.

Lt. Col. H.B “Buck” Ramsey
holds the plaque he received
commemorating his service with
U.S. Army Air Forces during
WWII at Cotulla High School’s
Veteran’s Day celebration.
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Warrior Transition Battalion welcomes new commander
By Maria Gallegos
Brooke Army Medical Center
Public Affairs

Lt. Col. John Myers
passed the Warrior
Transition Battalion
guidon to Lt. Col.
Charles Beeks during the
battalion change of com-
mand ceremony Nov. 12
at the Warrior and
Family Support Center.

Brig. Gen. Joseph
Caravalho, commander,
Brooke Army Medical
Center and Southern
Regional Medical
Command (Provisional),
hosted the event.
Caravalho preceded the
ceremony with words of
praise in recognition of
Myers’ accomplishments
and success.

“With a staff of about
250 personnel, he has
cared for more than

2,000 warriors and suc-
cessfully transitioned
about 1,400 of those
warriors as proud veter-
ans. We owe a debt of
gratitude to Lt. Col.
Myers and the battal-
ion’s Soldiers, Officers,
NCOs, civilians and con-
tractors for what they
have accomplished these
two years. Thank you for
an exceptional job well
done. My best to you as
you retire from military
service and new chal-
lenges in the civilian sec-
tor,” Caravalho said.

Myers left the battal-
ion after two years in
command. As the battal-
ion commander, he com-
manded over 600
Soldiers, currently the
Army’s largest WTB. It
also has the highest level
of acute care and a
return-to-duty rate of 38

percent, said Caravalho.
He also established

working partnerships
with non-Department of
Defense healthcare facil-
ities in the San Antonio
area and worked with
the Department of Labor
and local government to
promote hiring wounded
Soldiers as they transi-
tion into civilian lives.
Under his leadership,
the battalion was recog-
nized by Medical
Command as the best
WTB tlhrough satisfac-
tion surveys. He planned
and conducted quarterly
social activities, Family
outings and team build-
ing events.

“Thank you for the
opportunity to be a part
of the Warrior Transition
Battalion and this mag-
nificent Army medical
community here at

BAMC. This is a great
Army Family work
atmosphere and caring
command environment.
The BAMC-WTB will
continue to provide com-
passionate transition
excellence daily in the
conduct of our responsi-
bilities in the future,”
Myers said.

Beeks served over 28
years as a Army reserve
officer and has 11 years
of active duty, with 14
years of civilian experi-
ence caring for and serv-
ing wounded Soldiers
and veterans at the
Veterans Administration. 

“Thank you everyone
for attending. You all
look great and it is my
honor to be with this fine
team. This is truly an
honorable privilege,”
Beeks said.

Photo by Master Sgt. Carlos Garcia
Brig. Gen. Joseph Caravalho, commander of Brooke Army Medical
Center and Southern Regional Medical Command (Provisional), passes
the Warrior Transition Battalion guidon to incoming Lt. Col. Charles
Beeks at the change of command ceremony Nov. 12 at the Warrior and
Family Support Center. Lt. Col. John Myers, outgoing commander,
leaves the battalion after two years in command.



By Amanda Stephenson
Morale, Welfare and Recreation

San Antonio hasn’t
seen a significant snow-
fall since the mid 80s, but
on Dec. 2, the forecast
calls for a blizzard on
MacArthur Field, provid-
ing plenty of the white
stuff to the Fort Sam
Houston community for
sledding, snowman-mak-
ing and maybe a few
snowball fights.

The snow field is just
one of the many activities
at Fort Sam Houston’s
second annual communi-
ty tree lighting ceremony
on Dec. 2 from 6 to 8 p.m.
at the garrison flagpole. 

Open to the entire Fort
Sam community, a

parade will kick off the
evening and feature par-
ticipants in the holiday
golf cart decorating con-
test. Everyone on post is
eligible to participate in
the contest – simply
request a golf cart
through the Community
Recreation Division at
221-2207. There will be a
prize for the most festive
cart; so get your ribbon
and crepe paper ready! 

At the ceremony, the
Army Medical Command
Band will be performing
Christmas favorites, there
will be door prizes, arts
and crafts, a reading of
“Twas the Night Before
Christmas,” refreshments
and pictures with Santa
Claus.

Better Opportunities
for Single Soldiers will
collect nonperishable
food donations for the
San Antonio Food Bank.

Fort Sam Houston is
the home and workplace
of more than 27,000 mili-
tary and civilian person-
nel, many of whom will
not be able to be with
their Families over the
holiday season. The tree
lighting ceremony offers a
way for the community to
come together to cele-
brate the season and
reinforce the bond of this
tight-knit military com-
munity.

“We’d love to have
everyone on the installa-
tion come enjoy this win-
ter wonderland –whether

you live on or off-
post,” said Col.
Mary Garr, garri-
son commander.
“There is some-
thing for the
whole Family
to enjoy and I
am looking
forward to
seeing
everyone
out there
having a
good time!”

For more information
about the golf cart contest
or the tree lighting cere-
mony, call 221-2207. 
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Winter Wonderland forecasted for Dec. 2

Thanksgiving Holiday

School Resumes
Monday, Nov. 30

School Board Meeting 
The Fort Sam Houston

Independent School District
Board of Trustees will meet at
the Dec. 3 at 11 a.m. at the
FSHISD Professional
Development Center, 1908
Winans Rd.

FORT SAM HOUSTON
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL DISTRICT       
WEEKLY CAMPUS

ACTIVITIES 5K Fun Run/Walk
The Jimmy Brought Fitness

Center will hold its monthly 5K fun
run/walk Nov. 21, 9 a.m.   The race is
open to the public and T-shirts are
$10. Registration forms are available
at the Jimmy Brought Fitness Center.
Call 221-1234.

Varsity men’s basketball
coach needed

The Brigade Gym needs a Varsity
Men’s Basketball Coach for the
remainder of the season. Call
221-3003.

of the Army and DoD
who helped us build a
comprehensive human
capital plan.”   

“Our civilians have
assumed key leadership
roles and are vital to the
success of the AMEDD;
they are among the most
dedicated civilians within
the Army,” said
Robertson.

Schoomaker then pre-
sented Stevens with the
Civilian Corps coin signi-
fying his new responsibil-
ity as Civilian Corps chief.

“I look forward to
working with you
(Robertson) and your
team to make the Army
Civilian Corps a major
and active component of
the total Army team,”
said Stevens. “The future
of the corps is to provide

functional expertise and
leadership in areas we
have never touched
before. I look forward to
helping to prepare for
those leadership chal-
lenges.

“It is the Civilian Corps
that has had to respond
to fill the gaps in skills
and personnel in Army
medicine,” Schoomaker
said.

AMEDD from P6



Friday – Nov. 20
Lunch – 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
French-fried shrimp, barbecued
spareribs, baked kielbasa sausage,
stuffed cabbage rolls, country fried

steaks, macaroni and
cheese, steamed rice,
mashed potatoes, collard

greens, LA-style smothered
squash, stewed tomatoes,

navy beans 
Dinner – 5 to 7 p.m. 

Barbecued beef brisket, fried
catfish, baked Cornish hens, beef
and broccoli, potato frittata,

baked potatoes, au gratin
potatoes, steamed rice,
asparagus, mixed vegetables,

French-fried okra
Saturday – Nov. 21
Lunch – noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Beef porcupines, beef and broccoli,
chicken enchiladas, cheese enchi-
ladas, marshmallow sweet potatoes,
buttered egg noodles, steamed rice,
broccoli, seasoned lima beans, baked
parmesan tomato halves
Dinner – 5 to 6:30 p.m.
Fried chicken, chicken fajita pitas,
stuffed bell peppers, cheese mani-
cotti, cottage fried potatoes, lyon-
naised rice, baked potatoes, club
spinach, cauliflower, yellow squash
Sunday – Nov. 22
Lunch – noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Italian-style veal steaks, roast
turkey, beef yakisoba, cheese ravioli,
spaghetti noodles, cornbread dress-
ing, parsley buttered new potatoes,
baked potatoes, green beans, stewed

tomatoes and okra, carrots
Dinner – 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
Chicken pot pie, meat loaf, broccoli
quiche, grilled chicken breast with
orange sauce, mashed potatoes,
steamed rice, baked potatoes,
asparagus, corn on the cob, fried
cabbage
Monday – Nov. 23
Lunch – 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Spaghetti with meatballs, parmesan
baked fish, chicken and sausage
gumbo, spicy Italian pork chops,
macaroni and cheese, steamed rice,
parsley tri-colored pasta, ratatouille,
turnip greens, peas and carrots
Dinner – 5 to 7 p.m. 
Country fried steaks, Creole maca-
roni, vegetable lasagna, honey-
glazed Cornish hens, beef stuffed
peppers, mashed potatoes, lyon-
naised rice, baked potatoes, broccoli,
lima beans, LA-style smothered
squash
Tuesday – Nov. 24
Lunch – 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Grilled tuna patties, roast beef, beef
enchiladas, chicken taquitos, baked
Montreal chicken, refried beans with
cheese, Spanish rice, steamed rice,
parsley buttered new potatoes with
onions, cauliflower, Mexican corn,
lemon-herbed broccoli
Dinner – 5 to 7 p.m. 
Chicken fajitas, cheese enchiladas,
beef and broccoli, Salisbury steaks,
fried catfish, mashed potatoes,
Mexican rice, brown rice, Spanish
lima beans, zucchini squash, carrots
Wednesday – Nov 25

Lunch – 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Apple-glazed corned beef, savory
baked chicken, fried chicken,
Cantonese pork spareribs, cheese
ravioli, steamed rice, parsley but-
tered new potatoes, baked potatoes,
carrots, buttered cabbage, mixed
vegetables
Dinner – 5 to 7 p.m. 
Barbecued beef cubes, Jaeger
schnitzel, grilled polish sausage,
roast turkey, broccoli quiche, but-
tered egg noodles, baked potatoes,
mashed potatoes, black-eyed peas,
broccoli, corn
Thursday - Nov 26 
THANKSGIVING-HOLIDAY HOURS 
Cost $7 Military Retirees Welcome
Discount rate $5.95 Dependents E1-
E4
Lunch – noon to 2 p.m. 
Shrimp cocktail, cream of broccoli
soup, roast turkey, baked ham with
raisin sauce prime rib, Cornish hens,
cornbread dressing, macaroni and
cheese, mashed potatoes, sweet
potatoes, cranberry sauce, broccoli
with cheese, green beans with mush-
rooms,  corn, assorted gravies and
sauces, salads and pies
Dinner – 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
Baked honey-ginger chicken breast,
Salisbury steaks, beef stir -fry, baked
egg noodles and cheese, Szechwan
chicken, fried rice, steamed rice,
mashed potatoes, cauliflower , peas
and onions, stewed tomatoes

Menus are subject to change without
notice
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Rocco Dining Facility Menu Building 2745, Schofield Road

CAMP BULLIS
WILL SERVE

THEIR
THANKSGIVING

MEAL ON 
NOV. 25

REMINDER CALENDARREMINDER CALENDAR

Nov. 20 Flu vaccinations ages 5 and up, 
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Army Community
Service, Building 2797 

Nov. 24 Fort Sam Houston Newcomers
Extravaganza

Nov. 24 Flu vaccinations ages 18 and up,
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Army Community 
Service, Building 2797

Nov. 25 Mission Thanksgiving, Jimmy Brought
Fitness Center

Nov. 25 Thanksgiving Dinner at Camp Bullis 
Dining Facility

Nov. 26 Thanksgiving Day
Nov. 26 Thanksgiving Dinner at Rocco Dining

Facility,12-2 p.m.
Nov. 26 Thanksgiving Day Brunch, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.,

Sam Houston Club 



Free U.S. Army All
American Bowl tickets

The Sam Houston Club will be
distributing a limited amount of free
tickets for the U.S. Army All
American Bowl to authorized DoD
I.D. cardholders. The game will be
held Jan. 9 at the Alamo Dome.
There will be a limit amount of four
tickets per person, on a first-come,
first-served basis. Call 226-1663.

“Plaid Tidings”
“Plaid Tidings” will be performed

at the Harlequin Dinner Theatre
through Dec. 19. Dinner is served at
6:15 p.m. followed by the show.
Tickets are $26/military, $29/civilian
Monday through Thursday and
$29/military, $32 civilian, Fridays
and Saturdays. Call 222-9694 or
visit www.fortsamhoustonmwr.com.

You’re Hired program
Child, Youth and School Services

is now accepting applications at the
central registration office for the
HIRED! apprenticeship program. The
program provides high school stu-
dents 15- to 18-years-old career
exploration opportunities and valu-
able work experience in Family and
Morale, Welfare and Recreation
operations. A cash prize is awarded
upon completion of the program.
Candidates must be a child of an
active duty military member, DoD
civilian, DoD contractor, active duty
reservist or retiree, currently attend-
ing high school, and possess and
maintain at least a 2.0 grade point
average throughout the 12-week
term. For more information, call
221-3164/3386.

EDGE Program
The EDGE Program offers out-of-

school opportunities for children 6-
to 18-years-old to experience, devel-
op, grow and excel through partici-
pation in cutting-edge art, fitness,
life skills and adventure activities.
The program is open to children of

all branches of the military, DoD
civilians, government contractors
and retirees. Activities are free for
11- to 18-year-olds and fees are
assessed according to DoD fee policy
for 6- to 10-year-olds. To register,
call 221-4871 or stop by the Child
Youth and School Services Central
Enrollment, Building 2797. For more
information on the EDGE Program,
call a CYS Services representative at
771-2148 or 954-2088.

CYSS Basketball 
registration

Child, Youth and School Services
will hold 2009 basketball registra-
tion for children 3- to 15-years-old
through Nov. 20, 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Registration is $50 and participants
must be up to date on their physi-
cals and shot records in order to reg-
ister. CYSS basketball is also looking
for volunteer coaches. Call
221-4871.

Canyon Lake winter 
specials

Canyon Lake will offer winter
specials through March 1. Rent one
night accommodation and get the
second night half price; plus $25 off
all-day rentals of pontoons and fish-
ing boats. Room rental not required
for boat special. Boat rental dis-
count is only applicable at Canyon
Lake. Call 830-226-5357 or 1-888-
882-9879.

CYSS Open House at 
community centers

Child, Youth & School Services
will hold open house at the following
post locations:

Dec. 3, 5-7 p.m. at the Main
Resident Center, Dickman Road

Dec. 7, 5-7 p.m. at the Harris
Heights Community Center

Dec. 9, 5-7 p.m. at the Watkins
Terrace Community Center

There will be free food and
drinks, holiday crafts, onsite regis-
tration with Central Registration,
and answers to any questions you
may have regarding Youth Services.
For more information, call 954-2088.

CYSS Central Registration
The Child, Youth and School

Services Central Registration office
hours of operation are Monday
through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., reg-
istration after 4:30 p.m. is by
appointment only. The office will
closed at 1 p.m. the first and third
Friday of each month. Registration

and Health Assessment forms are
available at www.fortsamhouston-
mwr.com, under the Soldier and
Family services tab. Call
221-4871/1723. 

H.U.G.S. playgroup
Helping Us Grow Securely play-

group for parents and children ages
birth to 5-years-old meets Tuesdays,
9-11 a.m. at Dodd Field Chapel,
Building 1721, for interactive fun
play. Registration is not required.
Call 221-0349/2418.

Baby Talk
New Parent Support Program will

offer “Baby Talk” Tuesdays, 2- 3:30
p.m. at Dodd Field Chapel. This
class is an informative discussion
group for parents with children ages
birth to 12-months-old. The discus-
sions and support is parent-driven
centering on developmental and
behavioral changes going on in your
newborn’s life. Call 221-0349/0655.

English as a second 
language class

English as a second language is
offered Mondays and Wednesdays 5-
8 p.m. at Army Community Service,
Building 2797. This class is free and
designed especially for foreign-born
spouses to improve reading compre-
hension, vocabulary and pronuncia-
tion. To register, call 221-1681/9698.

NOV. 19
PowerPoint Level 2 

Microsoft PowerPoint Level 2
class, 8-11 a.m. at Army Community
Service, Building 2797 in the com-

puter lab. Some basic computer
skills and registration required. Call
221-2518.

Mandatory Initial First-
Termer Financial Readiness 

Mandatory Initial First-Termer
Financial Readiness class, 10 a.m.-
12 p.m. at Army Community Service,
Building 2797. Class space is limit-
ed. To register, call 221-1612.

Spouse’s Quarterly
Orientation

Spouses Quarterly Orientation,
10 a.m.-12 p.m. at Army Community
Service, Building 2797. This orienta-
tion is designed to introduce Army
spouses to available resources, sup-
port service, employment opportuni-
ties, and the opportunity to sign up
for classes or training offered to the
Soldier and entire Family. Call 221-
2705/0516.

Sponsorship Training
The Relocation Assistance

Program will offer sponsorship train-
ing, 2-4 p.m. at Army Community
Service, Building 2797. This training
is for service members, spouses and
civilians who have been selected to
be sponsors. Call 221-2418/1681.

NOV. 20
Battlemind Pre-Training for
Families

Battlemind Pre-Training for
Families, 2:30-4:30 p.m. at Army
Community Service, Building 2797.
This training is part of the Battle-
mind Training System and will focus
on helping Soldiers and Families
prepare for deployment. To register,
call 221-2705 or e-mail samh.

acs.mob.deploy@conus.army.mil.

Texas Hold’em Tournament
The Sam Houston Club will host

a Texas Hold’em Tournament Nov. 20
from 6 p.m. until completion. Prizes
will be awarded to the top eight
players. A participation fee of $20 is
due at time of registration and
includes a meal and drinks. The first
99 registrants will receive a free $5
gift certificate for Dick’s Sporting
Goods. Must register prior to the
event by calling the Sam Houston
Club Ticket Office at 226-1663.

NOV. 21
Hearts Apart

Hearts Apart support group, 1-3
p.m. at Army Community Service,
Building 2797. This group is
designed for military spouses whose
partner is deployed or geographically
separated. Registration is required.
Call 221-2418/2705.

Turkey Bowl
The Strike Zone Bowling Center

will hold its annual Turkey Bowl, 6-
10 p.m. Patrons will receive two free
games. Call 221-4740. 

NOV. 23
Open auditions for “The
Hollow”

Open auditions for “The Hollow,”
Nov. 23-24, 7-8:30 p.m. at the
Harlequin Dinner Theatre, Building
2652. “The Hollow” will be directed
by William C. Champlin and has six
roles for men and six roles for
women. Volunteers are also needed
for lights, sound, props and stage
crew. Performances will be Jan. 14-
Feb. 13. Call 222-9694. 

NOV. 24
Introduction to Computers

Introduction to Computers class,
8 a.m.-12 p.m. at Army Community
Service, Building 2797 in the com-
puter lab. Registration is required.
Call 221-2518.

Family Readiness Support
Assistant Training

Family Readiness Support
Assistant Training, Nov. 24-25, 8
a.m.-3:30 p.m. at Army Community
Service, Building 2797. This training
will orient and inform FRSAs about
the roles and responsibilities of their
position. To register, call 221-2705
or e-mail samh.acs.mob.deploy
@conus.army.mil.

Newcomers’ Extravaganza
Newcomers’ Extravaganza, 9:30-

11 a.m. at the Sam Houston Club.
This event is mandatory for all per-
manent party in-processing Soldiers,
lieutenant colonel and below, within
60 days of their arrival to Fort Sam
Houston. The extravaganza is an
opportunity to learn about Fort Sam
Houston and the San Antonio area
and meet representatives from many
different organizations, programs
and businesses. Commanders and
supervisors are encouraged to allow
Soldiers and civilian employee’s
administrative time to attend.
Soldiers and their Families are wel-
come, as are civilians new to the
area. For more information, call
221-2705/2418.
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NOV. 25
Microsoft Publisher

Microsoft Publisher class, 8
a.m.-12 p.m. at Army Community
Service, Building 2797 in the com-
puter lab. Some basic computer
skills and registration required. Call
221-2518.

Mandatory Initial First-
Termer Financial Readiness 

Mandatory Initial First-Termer
Financial Readiness class, 12 p.m.
at Army Community Service,
Building 2797. Class space is limit-
ed. To register, call 221-1612.

Sexual Assault Annual
Training

Sexual Assault Annual Training,
2-4 p.m. at Army Community
Service, Building 2797. This class is

designed for those who may have
missed their annual sexual assault
training at their unit. Attend this
class and receive credit, so that the
unit can be in compliance with AR
600-20, CH. 8. For more information,
call 221-0349/0655.

NOV. 26
Thanksgiving Day Brunch

The Sam Houston Club will host
a Thanksgiving Day Brunch, 10
a.m.-1 p.m. The cost is $21.95/non-
members, $18.95/members,
$8.95/children ages 6-11, children 5
and under free. For reservations, call
226-1663 or 224-2721.

ACS closed
Army community Service will be

closed Nov. 26 for the Thanksgiving
holiday and Nov. 27 training holiday.
For Army Emergency Relief emergen-
cies call garrison staff on duty at
221-2810; after duty hours at

221-2087.

NOV. 30
Unit Trauma Training

Unit Trauma Training, 9 a.m.-2
p.m. at Army Community Service,
Building 2797. The intent of this
training is to assist unit leadership
Family Readiness Group leaders,
care teams, casualty assistance
officers, casualty notification offi-
cers and community agencies in
knowing how to help Soldiers,
Families and the unit when different
traumatic events occur. Register by
Nov. 25. Call 221-2705 or e-mail
samh.acs.mob.deploy@conus.
army.mil

DEC. 1
Teen AFAP Conference

The Fort Sam Houston Teen Army
Family Action Plan Conference will
be held Dec. 1, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. at
the Fort Sam Houston Independent

School District Professional
Development Center. Adult volun-
teers are needed as facilitators,
recorders, transcribers and issue
support. The teens will be the dele-
gates and Isabell Clayton, principal
of Cole High School will be announc-
ing and recruiting teens for this
important conference. Teens can fill
out issue forms for submission; the
deadline is Nov. 30 for entries.
Soldiers interested in helping with
the conference can receive points for
promotion by volunteering their time.
This is the opportune time for teens
to speak their mind and be heard on
issue that are important to them.
Their issues help shape their com-
munity by participating in this Teen
AFAP conference. For more informa-
tion about submission of an issue or
participating in the conference, call
221-2611/3502. 

DEC. 2
Holiday tree lighting 
ceremony

The second annual Fort Sam
Houston holiday tree lighting cere-
mony will be held Dec. 2, 6- 8 p.m.
at the garrison flagpole. There will
be holiday arts and crafts, refresh-
ments, pictures with Santa Claus,
caroling, performances by the Army
Medical Command Band, artificial
snow and a sledding hill.

DEC. 3
Walking Tour of Downtown
San Antonio

The Relocation Program will offer
a walking tour of downtown san
Antonio Dec. 3.  Meet at the Army
Community Service Building 2797 at
8:45 a.m. to begin a enjoyable morn-
ing visiting the Riverwalk, La Villita,
the Alamo, Market square and
Hemisfair Plaza. Call 221-2418/1681.

DEC. 6
Holiday Story Read-Along 

The Keith A. Campbell Memorial
Library will host a children’s Holiday
Story Read-Along, 2-3 p.m. Listen to
some classic holiday tales. Children
can also create their own holiday
greeting cards and decorate cookies.
Call 221-4702.

DEC. 9
Army Family Team Building
Level One

Army Family Team Building Level
One class, Dec. 9-10, 8:30 a.m.-3:30
p.m. at Army Community Service,
Building 2797. Transitioning from
the civilian community to the Army is
an important step. AFTB can help
you “Learn Army,” meet others who
know how you might feel and help
you find your comfort zone. To regis-
ter, call 221-2418/2611.
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Scholarships for military
children

The Scholarship for Military
Children Program can help with a
$1,500 scholarship. Contact your
local commissary, school guidance
counselor, or visit the program Web
site at www.militaryscholar.org or
www.commissaries.com.
Applications deadline is Feb. 17.
Call 221-4678 ext. 249.

Gas Discount at shoppettes
Military shoppers using their

Military StarSM Card at the Fort Sam
Houston Walter’s and Schofield
Shoppettes from Nov. 30-Dec. 4 as
well as Dec. 28-Jan. 1, can save 20
cents per gallon on gas. Exchange
shoppers can learn more about the
Military StarSM Card by logging on
to www.aafes.com and clicking the
Military StarSM Card icon.

Red Cross volunteers 
needed

The American Red Cross Office,
Building 2650, at the corner of Patch
and Harney roads is seeking volun-

teers to do filing, mailings, answer-
ing the telephone, and other duties
as requests arise. Caremobile driv-
ers are also needed. Call 221-3355.

Diabetes research study
The Wilford Hall Medical Center

Bariatric Surgery Clinic is now
enrolling volunteers in the study
“Sleeve gastrectomy vs. medical
management for remission of dia-
betes in mild to moderately obese
patients.”  Candidates to volunteer
must have Type 2 diabetes with a
Body Mass Index (BMI) of 30 to 34.9.
Individuals can calculate their BMI
at www.nhlbisupport.com/bmi.  Call
292-4303 for more information.

NCO Wives Club
The NCO Wives Club meets the

first Tuesday of each month at 10:30
a.m. at the Sam Houston Club.
Active duty and retired spouses are
welcome to join. Call 386-8265 or
314-6377.

Cloverleaf Communicators
Club

Meets the first and third
Thursday, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. at the

San Antonio Credit Union, Stanley
Road, in the conference room. Open
to military, civilians and Family
members interested in developing
and enhancing leadership and com-
munications skills. Call 221-8785,
221-6517 or 916-3406.

BAMC seeks volunteers
Volunteer positions are available

for the Caremobile, Kernel Club,
Patient Library or Patient Transport
Program teams. Additionally, volun-
teer positions are available on the
clinic and patient administration
staff. For more information on BAMC
volunteer opportunities, call 808-
4982.

Infectious Disease Clinical
Research Study

The Infectious Disease Clinical
Research Program is looking for
healthy males or females between
18-55 years of age to participate in
a research study at Brooke Army
Medical Center. The study is to
determine the safety and dosage of
two parts of an investigational vac-
cine for the prevention of skin and
wound infections caused by the bac-
teria Staphylococcus aureus.
Volunteers will be asked to make

about 6-8 outpatient visits over a
period of 3-4 months. For more infor-
mation, call 916-6014.

Adolescent Weight Loss
Program

Are you an overweight teen? The
Brooke Army and Wilford Hall
Medical Centers seek overweight
military dependent adolescents
between the ages of 12 and 18 to
participate in a free weight manage-
ment intervention study. The 12-
month adolescent obesity study
incorporates professional medical
attention, behavioral therapy, nutri-
tional counseling and medication for
weight loss at no cost to partici-
pants. For more information, call
916-0607.

Secretary of Defense
Employer Support Freedom
Award

National Guard and Reserve
members and Families are encour-
aged to nominate employers who
have provided exceptional support of
military employees above the federal
law requirements.  Nominations will
be accepted at www.FreedomAward.
mil by Jan. 18.

NOV. 19
Military Officers Association
of America

The Military Officers Association
of America Alamo Chapter will hold
a luncheon Nov. 19, 11 a.m. at the
Parr Club, Randolph Air Force Base.
Guest speaker is James Nier, execu-
tive director, Texas Veterans
Commission. Prime rib/$14 or
lasagna/$11. Call 228-9955 or e-
mail moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net.

NOV. 21
South Austin/Bouldin Creek
Neighborhood Walk  

The Colorado River Walkers
volksmarch club will host a 5K and
10K walk Nov. 21starting at the Elks
Lodge, 700 Dawson Rd., Austin,

Texas. Start the walk between 8 a.m.
and noon, finish by 3 p.m. Call 512-
833-8969  or visit www.col-
oradoriverwalkers.org.

NOV. 30
Retirement Planning
Seminars

San Antonio Credit Union will
hold two free Retirement Planning
seminars Nov. 30 and Dec. 2, 5:30-
6:30 p.m. at the Kelly Branch, 3006
General Hudnell Dr. Reserve by Nov.
24 and Nov. 27. Call 258-1071.

DEC. 3
CivilianJobs.com Career
Expo

The CivilianJobs.com Career Expo
will be held Dec. 3, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
at the Sam Houston Club, 1395
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Main Post Chapel, Building 2200,
221-2754
Catholic Services:
4:45 p.m. - Reconciliation - Saturdays
5:30 p.m. - Mass - Saturdays
9:30 a.m. - Mass - Sundays
11:30 a.m. - Mass - weekdays
Protestant Services - Sundays:
8 a.m. - Collective Protestant
11 a.m. - Collective Protestant
Jewish Services:  379-8666 or 493-6660
8 p.m. - Fridays - Worship and 8:30 p.m. -
Oneg Shabbat

Dodd Field Chapel, Building
1721, 221-5010 or 221-5432
Catholic Services:
9:15 to 11:15 a.m. - Catholic Women of
the Chapel Enrichment or Bible Study -
Mondays  
12:30 p.m. - Mass - Sundays
Protestant Services: 
10:30 a.m. - Gospel Protestant - Sundays
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. - Protestant Women of
the Chapel meeting - Wednesdays, child
care is provided
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. - Protestant Women of
the Chapel meeting - Thursdays, child
care is provided
Samoan Protestant Service: 
8:30 a.m. - Sundays

Brooke Army Medical Center
Chapel, Building 3600, 916-1105
Catholic Services:
8:30 a.m. - Mass - Sundays
11 a.m. - Mass - Sundays
Protestant Services: 
10 a.m. - Worship Service - Sundays
Episcopal/Lutheran Rite services:
12:30 p.m. - Traditional worship - Thursdays

Center for the Intrepid, first
floor, 916-1105
Christ for the Intrepid services:
5:30 p.m. - Coffee and fellowship - Sundays
6 p.m. - Contemporary worship - Sundays

AMEDD Regimental Chapel,
Building 1398, 221-4362
32nd Medical Brigade Student services
Catholic Mass: 8 a.m. - Sundays
Contemporary Protestant Service:
9:30 a.m. and 11:01 a.m. - Sundays
Muslim Jumma:  1:30 p.m. - Fridays

Installation Chaplain Office,
Building 2530, 221-5007
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints:  
8:30 a.m. - Sundays

Web site: www.samhouston.army.mil/chaplain

Ministry Team Orientation,
Training Luncheon

The 1101 Crossroads
Congregation located at Army
Medical Department Chapel invites
the community to a Ministry Team
Orientation and Training Luncheon
Dec. 6, 12:30-3 p.m. at the Harris
Heights Community Center.
Opportunities to learn more about
current and upcoming ministry team
programs will be highlighted.
Everyone is welcome to attend. For
more information, call 271-3661 or
e-mail wafford1@aol.com.

Cadence youth program
Cadence Responding to God’s

Call is a Fort Sam Houston Youth
Ministry program for children sixth to
12th grade. This ministry is ecu-
menically based and focuses on
faith development, fellowship and
fun. The middle school group meets
Tuesdays from 4-5:30 p.m. and the

high school group meets
Wednesdays from 7-8:30 p.m. at
Dodd Field Chapel, Room 146. There
are also monthly and quarterly activ-
ities for youth and Families. Call
221-5943 or e-mail
FortSamYouth@aol.com.

Journey to Bethlehem 
volunteers needed

Journey to Bethlehem is an excit-
ing Christmas activity hosted by the
Fort Sam Houston Chapel
Community on the grounds of the
Main Post Chapel Dec. 17-19, 5:30-
8:30 p.m. We invite all members of
our community to join us for an
interactive experience of what
Bethlehem Village might have been
like around the time of Jesus’ birth.
Planning and training has started
and but it takes many volunteers to
make this event successful. We need
your help. If you would like to help,
call 221-5006 or e-mail
wafford1@aol.com. 

Traditional Samoan
Christmas Eve Service

A Traditional Samoan Christmas
Eve service will be held Dec. 24 at 7
p.m. at Dodd Field Chapel.

For Sale: Dresser with mirror, $100;
Twin-size headboard and bed frame,
$30; full-size daybed frame, $30;
two octagonal end tables, $20 for
both; metal bakers rack with stem
wine glass holder, $60. Call 233-
9517.
For sale: Eddie Bauer
stroller/infant car seat travel sys-
tem, excellent condition, $60; Fisher
Price aquarium baby swing, $20.
Call 880-5691.
For Sale: Washer and dryer, excel-
lent condition, $50 each. Delivery
extra, call 627-7246.
For Sale: Vintage iron garden table,
round with scroll-work top, $50; vin-
tage metal lawn chairs, two black,

two white, $12 each or $40 for all;
HP DeskJet 842C printer, perfect
working order, needs black ink, $10.
Call 222-8111. 
For Sale: Full-size Croscill bed-
spread/comforter, reversible, beige
and floral pattern, two pillow shams
and dust ruffle, $30; queen-size
bedspread/comforter, reversible,
navy and floral pattern, two shams
and dust ruffle, $25. Call 495-2296.
For Sale: Solid oak king-size bed-
room set, includes headboard, foot-
board, dresser with mirror, chest of
drawers and mattresses, excellent
condition, $950; sofa, two matching
chairs with foot rest, coffee table,
two end tables and two lamps,
$250. Call 656-3884.
For Sale: Registered Chihuahua
puppies, one male, three females,
ready to go Nov. 23, taking deposits.

Call 535-7245 or 837-8268.
For Sale: Dinnerware for four, serv-
ing tray, carafe, lots of accessories,
$35. Call 697-9261.
For Sale: Bowflex Treadclimber,
model TC5000, $2,600 value, excel-
lent condition, $1,800 obo.
Call 354-2078, leave a message. 
For Sale: Full-size mattress set,
$60; entertainment center,  $50;
Red Dot exerciser with DVD, $40;
L.A.M.B. black purse, $350; Baldwin
piano, $800; blue upholstered chair,
$30. Call 651-9046.
For Sale: Boston terrier puppy, and
red male Dachshund, 18-months-
old, good with other pets and chil-
dren. Call 445-4655 or 445-0142.
For Sale: Black male pug, $195;
four-string bass guitar with amplifi-
er, $700; framed Korean flag, $150;
tap and ballet shoes; 4 foot wide

truck bed extender. Call 633-3859.
For Sale: Step 2 green wagon, $35;
sturdy wood coffee table, $95; bikes,
$35 each; Cardioglider exerciser,
$175; custom pet house, $175 obo.
Call 633-2247.
For Sale: dolly, $15; wood coffee
table, $30; entertainment center, 8
feet by 4 feet, $90; exercise bike,
$10; women’s leather jacket, new,
size PM, $50. Call 241-1291.

Submission guidelines:
Freebies are published on a

first-come, first-served basis.
The deadline is noon Monday. To
submit a Fort Freebie, e-mail
news.leader@conus.army.mil or
fax 221-1198. Freebies  can only
be run twice. Limit of five items
per entry. Call 221-0546.

Chaffee Road. All military and prior
military may pre-register at
www.civilianjobs.com to be matched
with companies based on career
goals and geographical preferences.
For more information, call 1-678-
819-4172 or visit
www.civilianjobs.com.

DEC. 4
FEW Christmas Social

The Federally Employed Women

Alamo City Chapter will hold a
Christmas Social Dec. 4, 6-9 p.m. at
the La Posada del Rey, 999 E. Basse.
There will be a dinner, auction and
door prizes. Reserve by Nov. 30, call
435-6620.

DEC. 8
American Society of
Military Comptrollers

The Alamo Chapter of the
American Society of Military
Comptrollers will hold an annual
holiday party Dec. 8, 4:30-7 p.m. at

the Randolph O’Club “Sky Lounge”
at Randolph Air Force Base.  Free
food, pay as you go bar, door prizes,
and a visit from Santa, and DJ
music. Reserve by Nov. 30, call 652-
2742.

Wealth Transfer: Protecting
Your Assets seminars

San Antonio Credit Union will
hold two free Wealth Transfer:
Protecting Your Assets seminars
Dec. 8 and Dec. 10, 12:30-1:30 p.m.
at the Fort Sam Houston Branch,

Building 2750, Stanley Road.
Reserve by Dec. 4 and Dec. 7. Call
258-1071.

DEC. 11
AMEDDC&S Holiday Ball

The Army Medical Department
Center and School will hold the 2009
Holiday Ball Dec. 11 at the Sam
Houston Club. Tickets are $38 per
person. For more information, call
221-3899.
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